

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Watertown, WI

“On Our Behalf”
Pastor Aaron Reseburg
November 10, 2024

Hebrews 9:24-28 
What is the Bible about? It’s a question I seem to ask both young and old people in classes over and over again. What is it about? What really is the point of it all? There are some people who treat the Bible as if it’s a book about themselves, as if it contains all the secrets to a happy and successful life. I hope that, by now, you understand that isn’t the correct answer. 

So, if it’s not about us, who is it about? A closer answer that I have heard is that the Old Testament is about the children of Israel, and the New Testament is about Jesus and Christians. This is close to the answer, but it’s not the whole answer. What is the Bible about? The entire Bible is about Jesus. It is all about Him; He is the Word incarnate, the Word made flesh; He is the very Word of God itself. 

The Gospels are obviously about Jesus; they center around His life and His ministry. They tell the story of His birth, ministry, death, and even His resurrection. The rest of the New Testament is a little trickier, but in Acts we see how Jesus continues to directly guide and shape His Church through the calling of Paul and the miracles done by the apostles themselves. We see Paul and the other Epistle writers expounding the teachings of Christ from the Gospels. 

The tough part is the Old Testament. How can books written before Christ be about Christ? How can the Jews, and to an extent the Muslims, have the Old Testament yet reject Christ if it is all about Him? The truth is that the Jews and the Muslims have rejected the Old Testament. Islam has layered the Koran over the Bible, and the Jews, even at the time of Christ, had elevated their own traditions over the texts of the Bible. They treated the Bible as if it was about them instead of being about the coming Christ.

The whole Bible is about Jesus. The Old Testament gives us shadows of Jesus; it gives us bits and pieces of what Jesus is going to look like. The whole history of the children of Israel is about Christ. We find Jesus in the flawed and broken heroes of the Bible, not because He is flawed, but because where they mess up, where they sin, He does not. In their imperfections we see His perfection. 

Even the laws that God gives the children of Israel in the desert paint a picture of Christ. This all permeates the book of Hebrews. The author of Hebrews uses the Old Testament to teach his readers about Christ. See in verse 24 how he describes the Holy of Holies in the temple; it is a copy of the true things. In Hebrews 9, the author is taking the description of the Day of Atonement found in Leviticus 16 and using it to teach about Christ. 

One day a year, the High Priest would go into the center of the tabernacle while the Israelites were in the wilderness, and then the temple after Solomon constructed it. The center was referred to as the Holy of Holies. It was the place where God promised His presence was going to be; it was where the Ark of the Covenant was kept. Only the High Priest was permitted to enter that place once a year. There, he would sprinkle the blood of a sacrificed bull to purify himself. Then, he would take two goats; one would be sacrificed to atone for the sins of the whole congregation, the other would be released into the wilderness. 

If we act as though the Bible is about us, we would look at this passage and would have to figure out what we need to do in order to become clean and have our sins forgiven. But if we look at this passage as the author of Hebrews does, through the eyes of Christ, it is an easy passage to understand. Christ is both the priest and the sacrifice; He offered Himself up as a sacrifice, and through His death, He took away the sins of the world. 

The High Priest had to purify himself first; Christ had no sin to purify, He was perfect, holy, and righteous. He committed no sin and lived in perfect obedience to his Heavenly Father. His blood was far more valuable, far more precious, than the blood of any beast. In His death on the cross, He offered Himself up as the final sacrifice to atone for the sins of the whole world. 

Note that not all Christians believe this. Roman Catholics believe that each time they perform the Mass, it is as if Christ is being sacrificed yet again. Calvinists and some other Anabaptists believe in a limited atonement; they believe that Christ only died for the sins of believers. But this text refutes both of their claims. For at that moment, on the cross, Christ paid the punishment for all sin. Sin has been put away. Sin came into the world through one man, Adam, and sin has been put away by one man, Christ Jesus. 

The whole Bible is about Jesus; it’s not about you, it’s not about helping you live a better life. It may be about Jesus, but dear Christians, the Bible is for you just as Christ is for you! These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing in Him, you may have life in His name! Or, according to the author of Hebrews, that you may have live in His blood.

His death has given you life. The world offers death, and Christ offers life. Just look around at our culture, at our political situation, the wars we continue to fight, the abortion laws of our own state and many others, the shows and movies that are made; the world loves death. But for you, and for all those who have put their faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ, death isn’t a concern. Jesus’ death has set you free from death. Even though one day you will die, your death is only a slumber. It is only a momentary thing. In the waters of Holy Baptism, you have been brought into the death of Jesus Christ. In the waters of Holy Baptism, a child or an adult is made new. The Old Adam in them is drowned, and the New Adam is brought to life. 

There is a good chance that you will die one day. Your body will go into the ground, and your soul will go to be with Christ. But one day, Christ will return, and He will bring all of Heaven with Him. As our text says, on that day, He will not come to deal with sin. On that day, the dead will be raised, your sinful and broken body will be transformed, and you will have a body as perfect and sinless as the body of Christ. 

But until that day, we wait. We wait eagerly for Christ to return and to set us free from the sin that clings so closely to us. We are not left to wait with nothing; Christ gives us a foretaste of the feast to come by giving us a part of His sacrifice so long ago as we come near to the altar of the Lord and partake of the very sacrifice of Christ. Here at His altar, our great High Priest nourishes our faith with His own and body and blood which was given and shed for us for the forgiveness of our sins. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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